I. DR.KEVE ANDRAS (1909—1984)

Irta: Dr. Jdnossy Dénes

Dr. Keve Andrds az elmilt évtizedek magyar tudomanyos maddrtandnak
legkivalobb képviselGje, 1909. november 10-én sziiletett Budapesten, és 1984.
marcius 30-an halt meg ugyvanott. Atyja Kleiner Gyula a Pesti Hazai Elso
Takarékpénztar tisztviselGje, anyja Wagner Mdria, Wagner Jdnos épitomii-
vész gyermeke.

Kozépiskolai tanulmanyait a budapesti piarista gimnaziumban végezte,
ahol 1927-ben érettségizett, majd sziilei kivansdgara a budapesti egyetemen
jogra iratkozott be, ahol 1932-ben doktorrd avattik.
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Erdeklédése azonban olthatatlanul a természettudomanyok és elsSsorban
a madartan felé irdnyult. Ezért méar 18 éves koratdl rendszeresen bejart a
M adartani Intézetbe, ahol Schenk Jakab — akkori igazgaté — rovidesen ra-
vizta a kOnyvtar kezelését. A madartan teriiletén végzett szakmai tevékeny-
s égének elismeréseképpen 1930-ban az intézet ,,rendes megfigyel6i” oklevelét
nyerte el. 1933-ban beiratkozott a budapesti egyetemre, és 1935-ben mésod-
izben doktorilt, aminek sordn geoldgia-Gslénytan-allattan targykorskbol
vizsgdzott, téméja pedig a hazai siarga billegetdk rendszertani helyzetének a
vizsgélata volt.

A Madéartani Intézetnél kezdi hivatalos palyafutdsit 1934-ben, ahol egé-
szen nyugdijazasdig teljesit szolgdlatot. Bar doktori értekezését Dudich
Endre és Greschik Jend iranyitasaval készitette, igazi tanitémesterének a
szakteriileten Vasvdri Mikidst tekintette. Az intézetben az els§ években ideig-
lenes kisegité napidijas, majd 1939-t8] asszisztens, 1940-ben adjunktus és.
1942-ben féadjunktus. Ekézben 1941-ben egy évig dr. Eniz Géza meghivisira
a tihanyi Biolégiai Intézetben dolgozik, ahol a Balaton madéréletének ritmu-
sossagat vizsgdlja, 1942-ben pedig 4llami 6sztondijasként a béesi Naturhi-
storisches Museumban feldolgozza Almdsy két tien-sani gy(ijtésének anyagit.

Az intézetben munkakore egyebek mellett a kivetkezd témdkat &lelte fel :

— a hazai madarfauna finomrendszertani vizsgilata,

— Balaton-, Duna-, Bakony-kutatds,

— a madarak csiga- és kagylétapldlkozasa,

— a madar- és természetvédelmi jogszabdlyok elGkészitése, végiil
— az intézeti kényvtir kezelése.

Csaladi nevét 1942-ben Kleiner-r6l Kevé-re valtoztatta.

A hébord megszakitotta szakmai munkéjat kétszeri katonai behivassal
(1941 és 1944) és hadifogsidggal (1945). A fogsdghdl hazatérve a Természet-
tudomdnyi Mizeum felkérésére a haborts karokat szenvedett madargyfijte-
mény helyrehozatalat vallalta.

A Madartani Intézet a I1. Vildghdbort alatt teljesen megsemmisiilt, és igy
annak alapjait kellett (ijb6l megteremteni. A Mezdgazdasigi Mizeum keretein
beliil alakulé j intézet Gjjaépitésében és elsGsorban nemzetkozi kapesolatai-
nak helyreallitasaban vett részt. A Madartani Intézetben dolgozott 1974. évi
nyugdijazasiig, majd utdna halalaig a Természettudomanyi Mizeumban.

Dudich Endre ajanlisira 1946-ban a Pazmany Péter Tudomidnyegyetem
keretein beliil egyetemi magéntanarrd habilitdltdk, majd e cim megsziinteté-
sével az Eotvos Lordnd Tudomédnyegyetemen Osszesen négy éven at Maddr-
tan cimen specidlis kollégiumot tartott. A Mezdgazdasigi Mizeum vezetését
1948 — 1949-ben ideiglenes megbizottként vette 4t.

1946-t6l kezdve munkdjanak stlypontja a Balaton-kutatdsra tevidott at.
Emellett a szegedi Fehér-tonal végzett vizsgalatokat, Berelzk Péterrel egyiitt.
Mikroszisztematikai vizsgdlatait csak jéval kés6bb folytathatta, amelyek
élete fomiivét jelentették. Addigi tudoményos munkassiga elismeréseképpen
1953-ban megvédés nélkiil elnyerte a biolégiai tudoményok kandiddtusa
cimet.

Rendkiviil kiterjedt kiilfoldi kapesolatait még vézolni is nehéz feladat.
Mér az 1930-as és 1940-es években részt vett kiilfoldi madartani és madérvé-
delmi konferencidkon és kongresszusokon, és ilyenekre meghivasban része-
sitették egészen nyugdijazasaig, 1974-ig. 1930 — paduai XI. Zoolégiai Kong-
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resszus; 1934 és 1938 — Oxfordi és Roueni Madartani Kongresszus; 1945 —
London és Edinbourgh, Nemzetkozi Madarvédelmi Bizotteag, ill. az Angol
Madartani Tarsasig kozgylilései; 1956 — Leningrad, Menzhbier-iilés; az
NDK Kulturbundja altal rendezett madértani dsszejovetelek vendége 6t al-
kalommal: 1958 — Halle, 1960 — Neschwitz, 1978 — Karl-Marx-Stadt,
1979 — Bad Schandau és 1980 — Kdéthen. Harom izben a Csehszlovik Aka-
démia és Madartani Egyesiilet vendége 1962-, 1963- és 1964-ben. 1957 — a
Naumann-emlékiilés vendége, Halle —Berlin; 1959 — Seebachi Vogelschutz-
warte jubileumi {ilése; 1963 — Neschwitzi Vogelschutzwarte jubileumi iilése;
1964 — ICBP-konferencia, Newcastle. Ezenkiviil részt vett a hazai ICBP-kon-
ferencian Balatonszemesen 1969-ben és Romanidban (Mamaia) 1972-ben.

Tudomanyos és madirvédelmi munkassaganak elismeréseképpen az angol,
az osztrak és a bajor madartani egyesiiletek levelezd, az Indiai Agrai Akadé-
mia valasztmanyi tagjava valasztjak. Ezenkiviil a londoni Faunavédelmi
Egyesiilet és a Dél-Finn Természetvédd Egyesiilet konzultativ kiilfoldi tagja.

A hazal madarvédelemben is kimagaslé szerepet jatszott. Ennek elsé
lépését azok az Osszejovetelek jelentették, amelyeket az 1940-es években
a ,,Madartani Intézet Munkatarsai’’ részére szervezett. Az 1974-ben alakult
Magyar Madartani Egyesiilet alapité, majd rokos tagja lett, és elsének nyerte
el kozvetleniil haldla el6tt az egyesiilet Petény: Salamon Jdnos-emlékérmét.

Madarvédelmi tevékenységének elismeréseképpen nyerte el 1977-ben a
Pro Natura-emlékérmet,

Rendkiviil szertedgazd tudomdanyos és madarvédelmi tevékenységének
minden részletét kozreadta, kereken 530 tudomdnyos és ismeretterjeszto
publikdeiéban.

1949, évi sikertelen hdzassiga utan 1954-ben elvette Rdtz Hrzsébetet, aki
halaldig hii segitdtarsa maradt, és akitdl két gyermeke sziiletett.

Keve Andrds a madartan szaktudomanyanak nemzetkozi vérkeringésében
haldliig aktivan részt vett. Mindig hangstlyozta, hogy az ornitolégia ma sem
elavult tudomany, a szakteriilet szdmos dganak perspektivai ma is sokat
{gérbek, tartalékai kimerithetetlenek a biolégia tébbi tudomanydgdhoz ha-
sonléan. Nagyon lényegesnek tartotta, hogy a modern szellemben kialakitott
madarvédelmi tevékenységnek az alapja is csak a megfeleld tudoményos
megalapozottsig lehet. A madartan minden teriiletét felslel6 magankonyv-
tdra a maga nemében egyediilalls.

Emberi magatartisat a kimerithetetlen segitékészség, jéindulati tdmogatni
akaras jellemezte, barki fordult hozz4, a legfiatalabb kezdé diaktdl kezdve a
nemzetkozileg elismert szakmai kollégaig. A mai magyar, madartannal fog-
lalkozé szakemberek zéme 6t tekinti tanitémesterének. Példdja, emléke min-
den terileten tovabb él kiztimk.

Dr. Andras Keve (1909 — 1984)
Dr. D. Janossy

Dr. Andrds Keve, the most outstanding representative of Hungarian ornithology, was
born in Budapest on 10th November 1909 and died in the same town on 30th March 1984.
His father, Gyula Kleiner, was an employee of the savings bank Pesti Hazai Fls6 Takarék-
pénztdr in Budapest, his mother, Mdaria Wagner, was the daughter of Jdnos Wagner — the
architectural artist.
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He made his secondary school studies at the Piarist Grammar School in Budapest where
he graduated in 1927, later he studied law at the University in Budapest where he took
his doctor’s degree in 1932.

Nevertheless, it was the natural sciences, ornithology in particular, that were the centre
of his interests. Therefore, at the age of 18 he constantly visited the Institute of Ornithology
where Jakab Schenk (Director at that time) entrusted him with the management of the
library. In appreciation of his professional activity in the field of ornithology, in 1930 he
was awarded the diploma “Regular Observer” of the Institute, In 1933, he entered the
University in Budapest and in 1935 took the doctor’s degree for a second time. He passed
exams in geology, palacontology, and zoology. In the latter, his subject was the taxonomic
position of the Blue-headed Wagtails.

He started his official career in 1934 at the Institute of Ornithology where he served
until official retirement. Although he prepared his doctoral dissertation under Endre
Dudich and Jend Greschik, in the field of ornithology he considered Mikiés Vasviri his
true master. At the Institute, in the first years he was auxiliary temporary clerk, then
from 1939 onwards assistant, in 1942 first assistant. Meanwhile, on the invitation of
Dr. Géza Fintz in 1941 he worked for a year at the Biologial Institute at Tihany where he
studied the avifauna of Lake Balaton, while in 1942 as holder of a state scholarship he
worked at the Naturhistorisches Museum in Vienna processing the material of two
collections from Tien-San set up by Almdsy.

His scope of activity at the Institute embraced among others the following subjects:
fine taxonomic study of the avifauna of Hungary, research on Lake Balaton, the Danube,
the Bakony mountain, the snail and shell feed of birds, drafting of bird protection and
nature conservation rules, and management of the Institute Library.

In 1942, he changed his family name from Klieiner to Keve.

His professional work was interrupted by the war due to active service on two oceasions
(1941 and 1944) and captivity (1945). Having returned from captivity, upon request of the
Museum for Natural Sciences, he undertook the restoration of the bird collection which
had suffered war damage.

During World War 1I, the Institute of Ornithology was completely destroyed, thus its
fundamentals had to be recreated.

Keve took part in the rebuilding of the Institute that was about to be formed in the
framework of the Agricultural Museum, and firstly in the reconstruction of its interna-
tional relations. He worked at the Institute for Ornithology until his pensioning in 1974,
thereafter, until his death, at the Museum for Natural Sciences.

Upon the recommendation (1946) of Endre Dudich, he was qualified as a private-docent
in the scope of the Pdzmény Péter University of Sciences, Budapest, then, on annulment
of this title, for four years he gave courses of special lectures under the title Ornithology at
the Edtvis Lordnd University of Sciences in Budapest. In 1948/49, he took over manage-
ment of the Agricultural Museum as temporary Director.

From 1946 onwards, his main activity was the research of Lake Balaton. In addition,
he carried out investigations, together with Péter Beretzk, at the Lake Fehér-té (Szeged).
Only much later could he resume his microsystematic investigations that were the prin-
cipal work of his life. In recognition of his scientific activities he was awarded the title
Candidate of Biological Seiences.

It is difficult even to outline his far-reaching foreign relations. Already in the 1930’s
and 1940’s he took part in ornithological and bird protection conferences and congresses
abroad, and received invitations until his pensioning in 1974. 1930 — 11th Zoological
Congress at Padua (Padova); 1934 and 1938 — Ornithological Congresses at Oxford and
Rouen; 1945 — London and Edinburgh General Assemblies of the International Bird
Protection Committee and of the English Ornithological Society; 1956 — Leningrad,
Menzbier sessions; he was the guest on five occasions of ornithological meetings arranged
by the Kulturbund of the GDR: 1958 — Halle, 1960 — Neschwitz, 1978 — Karl-Marx-
Stadt, 1979 — Bad Schandau and 1980 — Kothen. On three occasions he was guest of the
Czechoslovakian Academy and the Ornithological Society in 1962, 1963 and 1964. 1957
— he was a guest of the Naumann memorial session, Halle —Berlin; 1959 — jubilee
session of the Seebach Vogelschutzwarte; 1963 — jubilee session of the Neschwitz Vogel-
schutzwarte; 1964 — TCBP Conference, Newcastle. In addition, he took part in the ICBP
conferences at Balatonszemes (Hungary) in 1969 and in Mamaia (Romania) in 1972,

In recognition of his scientific work and bird protection activities, he was elected
corresponding member of the English, Austrian and Bavarian Ornithological Associations
as well as committee member of the Agra Academy in India. He was also consultative
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foreign member of the Fauna Protection Association in London and the Nature Conserva-
tion Society of Southern Finland.

He also played an outstanding role in bird protection in Hungary. The first steps were
gatherings he arranged in the 1940’s for the Research Workers of the Ornithological
Institute, He was a founding, then life member of the Hungarian Ornithological Associa-
tion established in 1974, and was the first to obtain, immediately before his death, the
Petényi Salamon Jdnos Commemorative Medal of the Association,

In appreciation of his activity in bird protection, in 1977 he was awarded the comme-
morative medal Pro Natura.

He gave account of all details of his far-reaching seientific and bird protection activities
in roughly 530 scientific and educational publications.

After an unsucecessful marriage in 1949, he married Frzsébet Ratz in 1954. She was his
true companion until his death and the mother of his two children.

Andrds Keve took active part until his death in the international circulation of the
specialized branch of science — ornithology. He used to emphasize that ornithology is not
an obsolete science, the prospects of several of its branches are promising also today, its
reserves are unexhaustible and similar to the other branches of biology. He considered it
highly important that bird protection activity evolved in a modern spirit and should
rely on sound scientific foundations. His private library embracing all fields of ornithology
18 unigue.

His‘.:1 human behaviour was characterized by infailing readiness to help anybody who
turned to him, including the youngest student and the internationally recognized colleague.
The majority of the Hungarian experts engaged in ornithology today consider him their
master. His example and memory continue fo live among us.

2 ,Aquila” 17




